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Lake. The library’s quaint but much-
cherished building was outgrown in
2006. To accommodate this growth, the
library’s resources were moved to a
newer, more modern building. Impres-
sively, the Library’s circulation has
quadrupled in the last decade. In addi-
tion to books, its patrons now have ac-
cess to DVDs, albums, audiobooks and
the Internet by way of several public
computers.

In our increasingly technologically
advanced world where information and
answers are but a click away and de-
vices such as computers and smart
phones are a part of many of our lives,
it could be easy to undervalue the im-
portance and impact of libraries. The
opposite is true. Fife Lake Public Li-
brary has transformed with the digital
age and continues to hold a central yet
evolving role in the lives of residents.
One resident aptly stated, ‘“The library
is not a quiet place anymore but a so-
cial gathering place for the commu-
nity.” Residents come to access the
Internet and learn computer skills, and
through partnerships with local organi-
zations they enjoy activities ranging
from fitness classes to grief support to
tot-time. There is something for resi-
dents from all walks of life.

I am delighted to commend all those
affiliated with the Fife Lake Public Li-
brary on its 126th anniversary.
Through the hard work, collaboration,
and financial generosity of many with-
in the Fife Lake community, this li-
brary has served the needs of Fife Lake
residents for a century and a quarter.
With commitment and sustained effort,
this piece of living history in Fife Lake
will continue to inspire and educate for
many years to come.e®

————

TRIBUTE TO KEN FREIBERG

e Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I rise
today to honor Mr. Kenneth Freiberg,
Deputy General Counsel at the Office
of the United States Trade Representa-
tive (USTR). Mr. Freiberg is retiring
from USTR after more than 24 years of
extraordinary service to our country.

Since 1988, Ken Freiberg has passion-
ately promoted US trade interests
around the world. His service has im-
proved the lives of countless Ameri-
cans. During his tenure, Ken served as
the chief U.S. lawyer in charge of nego-
tiations on several important trade ne-
gotiations. Further, he was the chief
negotiator for the General Agreement
on Trade in Services during the Uru-
guay Round.

Ken has worked under eight US
Trade Representatives and five Presi-
dential administrations. Ambassador
Kirk and several former U.S. Trade
Representatives, including myself, re-
cently sent Ken a letter to recognize
his achievements. Let me read an ex-
cerpt and I quote ‘‘each of us benefited
greatly from your tireless work ethic,
immense knowledge, wise counsel and
excellent judgment.” I was proud to
have Ken on my team at USTR. He was
a source of tremendous institutional
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knowledge at USTR, and was a terrific
mentor to many young attorneys on
the USTR staff.

Mr. President, I would like to recog-
nize Ken Freiberg, my former col-
league, on his retirement from public
service and I would like to wish him
well in all of his future endeavors.e

———

TRIBUTE TO ANTONIO POMERLEAU

e Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, today
I wish to celebrate Antonio Pomerleau
of Burlington, VT, for his remarkable
generosity and for his lifetime of serv-
ice to the people of Vermont. My wife
Jane and I have known Tony for over 30
years, since we all worked together
when I was Mayor of Burlington, and
he is clearly one of the remarkable
people in our State.

Last year, Vermont was badly hit by
Tropical Storm Irene, the most dam-
aging storm in a half century. Tor-
rential rains, in combination with
Vermont’s steep hills and narrow val-
leys, brought flooding on a vast scale
to town after town, wiping out roads
and bridges, downtowns and mobile
home parks, homes, schools and busi-
nesses.

Many brave and generous Dpeople,
from communities across the State,
helped those whose lives were uprooted
to deal with their losses. The Vermont
National Guard, along with the Guards
of other States and private contrac-
tors, rapidly repaired and rebuilt
washed-out roads and bridges. State of-
ficials and Federal officials were quick
to provide relief and aid.

There are Federal funds available to
help rebuild highways, to assist farm-
ers as they cope with damage to their
fields, to help many homeowners. But,
as the Governor’s ‘‘Irene Recovery Re-
port” indicates, mobile home owners
are in a category by themselves. Irene
particularly devastated mobile home
parks, many of which were built close
to rivers that endured major flooding.
Sixteen mobile home parks in many re-
gions of Vermont were seriously af-
fected by Irene. Hundreds of mobile
homes were badly damaged or com-
pletely destroyed. As the ‘‘Irene Recov-
ery Report” made clear, while mobile
homes provide an important affordable
ownership option to Vermonters, their
construction, location and low resist-
ance to water damage can create addi-
tional obstacles to recovery following a
disaster. Few of the Vermonters af-
fected had significant discretionary re-
sources with which to secure replace-
ment housing.

Owners and residents of mobile
homes faced enormous challenges. Into
the breach stepped Antonio Pomerleau.

Tony, who grew up on a small dairy
farm in the Northeast Kingdom of
Vermont, has never forgotten the
working families of Vermont. It should
be no surprise, though it is neverthe-
less remarkable, that in the aftermath
of the flooding last year Tony would
generously look out for those who live
in affordable housing and cannot afford
to rebuild when catastrophe strikes.
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Today, I want celebrate Tony for his
act of enormous generosity in creating
the Pomerleau Cornerstone Fund and
giving it $1 million. This fund has one
purpose: to provide direct funding to
residents of mobile homes whose resi-
dences were destroyed by Tropical
Storm Irene.

The Pomerleau Cornerstone Fund
will help displaced mobile residents ei-
ther with full replacement of their
homes, or with downpayment assist-
ance for another home. It will provide
grants up to $25,000 so that at least 40
families can move into safe and afford-
able housing.

Throughout his entire adult life,
Tony has been a model of what a good
corporate citizen should be. He has
been an excellent employer, and he has
devoted a good part of his life and con-
siderable skills toward public service—
without remuneration. For many years
he served as Police Commissioner of
Burlington and did an outstanding job
in that role. He has also been ex-
tremely generous in donating funds to
a wide variety of very worthy causes.

Since I was Mayor of Burlington, and
this is going back 31 years, Tony
Pomerleau has paid for a holiday party
each year for Burlington’s low income
children and their parents. He also
sponsors an annual party for the
Vermont National Guard. He was the
major contributor of funds to the
Pomerleau Alumni Center at St. Mi-
chael’s College—two of his sons and a
granddaughter attended college there.
He has provided scholarships to Rice
High School and funded renovations to
Christ the King School. Tony donated
the North Avenue building that became
our city’s police headquarters, and con-
tinues to contribute financial support
for policemen and policewomen. And
this really is just a very small part of
Tony’s philanthropic work.

But facts tell only part of the story
of Tony Pomerleau. His generosity is
matched by his energy, and even
though his 94th birthday is in his rear-
view mirror, he has the energy of a
man half his age. His mind has always
been sharp, and time has not dulled it.
His deep love for his wife Rita and
their children is the rock on which he
has built his life. His understanding of
Vermont—where it has been, where it
is, where it can be going—is, in my
view, remarkable.

Tony Pomerleau stands as one of
Vermont’s outstanding citizens. Today,
I celebrate his generosity—it is the
habit of lifetime, and a habit we can all
learn from.e

———

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT

Messages from the President of the
United States were communicated to
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries.

————

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED

As in executive session the Presiding
Officer laid before the Senate messages
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